
GUILDHALL PRESS

for lovers of the written word...

Ráth Mór Centre, Creggan, Derry (10.00am-5.00pm)& Gasyard Centre, Lecky Road, Derry (11.00am-3.00pm)



Get INSPIRED!
Welcome to the inaugural Guildhall Press INSPIRED Writers’ Festival 
– a celebration of all things literary for lovers of the written word. A 
festival for all ages to promote, encourage and support that burning 
desire and aspiration to write and get into print.

There are a wide range of FREE activities and events to enjoy – from 
workshops, talks and presentations to performances, discussions 
and craftwork. We are delighted to welcome to our city: actor and 
playwright Nuala McKeever, publishing guru and founder of Blackstaff 
Press Anne Tannahill, and novelist and screenwriter Glenn Patterson. 
Joining them will be a host of the North West’s own literati who will 
share hints, tips and advice gained over many years from their own 
successful writing careers. With arts and craft activities for young 
bookworms, writing workshops of different genres, authors of diverse 
experience and expertise, screenwriting and teenage performances – 
who couldn’t be inspired!

We’d like to thank our funders, the Arts Council of N Ireland, our 
partners Creggan Enterprises, the Hive Digital Art Studios, Bluebell 
Arts Project, the Gasyard Centre and Little Acorns Bookstore. Special 
thanks also to all our authors, volunteers, facilitators and participants in 
what we hope will become an annual festival from the heart of the city.

So come along, meet the writers, and get INSPIRED!

Jenni Doherty, Festival Director
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Programme of Events

Get cracking! Keep going!
Dramatist and novelist Dave Duggan will work with 

writers who want to begin a novel. He will share his own 

experiences and lead practical writing exercises in an 

active workshop open to all. At the end of the session, 

you’ll have started your novel. Bring your imagination, 

a notebook and a pen, and get cracking.

Saturday 21 March
Workshops @ Ráth Mór
10.00am – 11.30am

This taster session of the well-established Page to Stage workshops 

offers an ideal opportunity for any aspiring playwrights to take 

the first steps towards seeing their work performed on stage. 

Whether you’ve got an idea for a play, a story to tell on stage, or a 

script in progress, this workshop – with award-winning 

playwright and author Felicity McCall – will cover 

everything from writing for the stage, developing 

characters, dialogue, structure, and practical advice 

on the way forward. Participants may bring copies 

of up to six pages of their work but this is 

not essential for attendance and everyone is 

welcome to share their enthusiasm for drama. 
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Workshop @ Ráth Mór / 10.00am – 11.30am
A workshop exploring various themes, subjects and styles of writ-

ing and developing snappy, quirky or unusual titles to stimulate 

the imagination and create 60 or 100 word micro-stories, collec-

tively called ‘worders’. From these ‘worder’ nuggets, a complete 

short story, poem or idea for a novel can be devel-

oped at a later stage. The workshop will present 

a range of concepts, ideas and images that will 

leave you wondering, thinking and inspired 

to write. Participants will be encouraged to 

share and compare their work and will receive 

a complimentary copy of the Guildhall Press 

publication Wonderful World of Worders. 

Ráth Mór Mall: Stalls from NIPR, Moving On Writers, 
Derry Writers’ Group. Playhouse Writers’ Group & 
GP Information Desk with Little Acorns BookstoreBook StallBook Stall
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11.30am – 12.30pm
Readings @ Ráth Mór

Little Acorns 
Youth Inklets
Aspiring young writers (aged 15-19 years) 
from local secondary schools showcase 
their literary creativity. 



12.30pm – 2.00pmTalk & ScreeningGlenn PattersonWriting for the Radio & Screen

@ Ráth Mór

Writing for the Radio & Screen
Glenn Patterson will share his experiences and knowledge of writing 

for the broadcast media and film industry. There will be a showing 

of extracts from his BAFTA-nominated film Good Vibrations – the 

uplifting story of music fanatic and Undertones producer Terri 

Hooley, who opened a record store in Belfast during the height of 

the Troubles. Film critic Mark Kermode of the BBC and The Observer 
named it his film of the year. It was also nominated for an NME 

award for Best Music Film, and the soundtrack was Rough Trade’s 

Compilation Album of the Year 2013.
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2.00pm – 3.00pm  

Conversation @ Ráth Mór

A LIFE IN PuBLISHING

Anne Tannahill 

Anne Tannahill will explore the evolution of 
publishing from the traditional methods 
and practices of her time with Blackstaff 

Press to today’s fast-paced digital era. She 
will also talk about some of the celebrated 

writers she has worked with and share her own 
experiences as an author.

3.00pm – 4.00pm
Discussion / Q&A

@ Ráth Mór 
Claire Allan

Brian McGilloway 
Garbhan Downey 
& Anita Robinson

Four of the North West’s most 
celebrated authors share their 

insights into career writing, 
journalism, broadcasting and 

publishing.

Views From a Room
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Paul McFadden 
in conversation with 

Nuala McKeever

4.00pm – 5.00pm 
Discussion & Insights
@ Ráth Mór

A free-wheeling session with one of the country’s 

most creative, funny and multi-talented artists 

and performers. Comedy, acting, drama, writing 

— anything is possible from Nuala McKeever. 



Are you interested in writing for children? Would you like to spend 

some time exploring this hugely diverse and creative field? 

In this exciting workshop we will think about the different sorts of books 

that can be produced: picture books, interactive books, graphic books, 

handmade books. We will focus on particular audiences, on writing 

material suitable for early readers, for adolescents, teenagers, young 

adults; also, and importantly, on your own enjoyment of words and 

imagery, and on the magic of language and story-making.

We will also discuss issues around revising work, 

polishing it to be the very best you can make it. 

You are welcome to bring along a short (very 

short) extract of any work you may have in 

progress, but only if you want. We will have 

time for some fun writing exercises as well. 

There is an interesting opportunity to write 

short pieces for some scroll making in later 

arts and crafts workshops on the day. 

@ Gasyard Centre — The Boardroom

Free Workshop with Marilyn McLaughlin
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Saturday 21 March
Book-A-Wish event & 

Books, Bars & Banter event 
booking not required



@ Gasyard Centre — 
The Arts Factory
12 noon – 2.00pm 
Bluebell Arts Project – Workshop
Book-a-Wish at the Gasyard Centre is a free drop-in workshop 
running from 12 noon to 2.00pm for families who wish to celebrate 
books and reading. Come along and make a book or make a wishing 
scroll then sit back and read with the kids in our magic reading room... 
we are wishing you here!

Two of Derry’s most distinguished 
gentlemen — Guildhall Press authors, 
and best-loved storytellers, Phil 
Cunningham and Charlie Herron — 
will share their love of books, the bars 
and banter by reading from their various 
publications. These will include short 
stories, memoirs and novels. Audience 
participation is greatly encouraged in 
the sharing of stories. All welcome.

@ Gasyard Centre – Gasworks Café 
2.00pm – 3.00pm

Readings & 
Reminiscence
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Dave Duggan
Dave Duggan is a dramatist and novelist. His thea-
tre work has been seen across the world. His film 
work includes writing the Oscar-nominated Dance 
Lexie Dance (Raw Nerve Productions, 1996). He has 
written radio drama for BBC Radio 4 and RTÉ. His 
new play DENIZEN (CEL, 2015) premiers in March. 
Guildhall Press publish Denizen and his two nov-
els The Greening of Larry Mahon (2004) and A Sudden Sun (2012).  
More details on www.facebook.com/DaveDugganWriter

Charlie Herron 
Charlie Herron was born in Derry and was for many 
years Principal of Foyle View School. In his retirement 
he has developed a great love for writing. Charlie is 
well-known for spinning tall tales and storytelling. 
He began penning short stories in the 1990s for BBC 
Radio Foyle and McCauley’s Last Stand completed 
the trilogy with Guildhall Press in 2014. 

Felicity McCall 
A career journalist, Felicity McCall worked for BBC 
news and current affairs for twenty years before go-
ing freelance. An award-winning writer, her work 
includes some twenty publications in fiction, young 
adult fiction and non-fiction, twelve plays for the 
professional stage, and four screenplay credits. She 
has published five books with Guildhall Press includ-
ing The Pigeon Men in 2014. 

Paul McFadden
Paul McFadden is one of the city’s most experienced 
journalists and broadcasters. He worked in the in-
dustry for over 30 years with the Derry Journal and 
the BBC at Radio Foyle. He has since set up Leapfrog 
Communications and appears regularly as a guest 
commentator on the BBC NI politics programme 
The View. 

(Image courtesy 
Stephen Latimer)
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Brian McGilloway 
Brian McGilloway is a New York Times bestselling 
author of seven novels. His Inspector Ben Devlin 
novels have been shortlisted for a CWA Dagger, an 
Irish Book Award and the Theakston’s Old Peculier 
Crime Novel of the Year, while his UK No. 1 best-
seller, Little Girl Lost, won the University of Ulster’s 
McCrea Literary Award in 2011. In 2014, Brian won 
BBC NI’s Tony Doyle Award for his screenplay, Little Emperors, which 
saw him become Writer In Residence with BBC NI. His eighth novel, 
Preserve the Dead, which again features Lucy Black, will be published 
this summer.

Nuala McKeever 
Nuala McKeever is one of Ireland’s most original 
and talented actors and performers. She came to 
prominence in the award-winning BBC NI come-
dy Give My Head Peace and followed this up with 
her own television show, McKeever, which ran for 
three years on UTV. She featured, wrote and starred 
in various shows and plays on stage, TV and radio 
in the ensuing years with mounting success. In 2012, In The Window, 
Nuala’s one-woman comedy drama, played to packed houses and re-
ceived a five-star review at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Nuala writes 
for the Belfast Telegraph and is a regular contributor to radio and televi-
sion programmes.

Marilyn McLaughlin
Marilyn McLaughlin has wide experience in the 
arts and amateur drama and has worked as an il-
lustrator, editor, and creative writing teacher with a 
variety of local and national organisations. She is a 
published author for adults, A Dream Awoke Me and 
Other Stories (Blackstaff Press, 1999), and children 
(the Fierce Milly series). She also illustrated Church, 
Chapel & Meeting House (Guildhall Press, 1992), won the Brian Moore 
Short Story prize in 1999, and a Bisto Award and the Eilis Dillon Award 
in 2000. 
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www.ghpress.com/inspired/ – for more useful resources
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Derry Playhouse Writers’ Group
Meet every Wednesday afternoon, 1.00-4.00pm, at The Playhouse, 
5-7 Artillery Street, Derry, and enthusiastically welcome new people.  
Contact: Margie Bernard. Email: margiebernard@eircom.net 
www.derryplayhousewriters.org 

Derry Writers’ Group 
Meet at the Centre for Contemporary Art in Artillery Street, Derry, on 
the second Thursday of every month. Their meetings are informal and 
free of charge and their membership is made up of writers of all ages, 
genres, ability and experience. Email: derrywriters@hotmail.co.uk – 

www.facebook.com/DerryWritersGroup

Moving On Writers
Meet from 1.30–3.30pm each Tuesday in Derry, enjoy a cup of tea 
or coffee (and biscuits) and take the opportunity to write. Contact: 
Madeleine McCully. Email: madeline.mccully9@gmail.com

North West Words
Meet last Thursday of every month, 8.00–11.00pm, in Café Blend, 
Letterkenny, Co Donegal. Contact: Eamonn Bonner. Email: bonner_11@
hotmail.com – www.northwestwords.com

Guildhall Press: Dynamic Arts Resource and Digital Innovators
Guildhall Press are one of Ireland’s leading independent publishers with a 
track record over three decades in producing quality traditional and digi-
tal publications on social, political, economic, cultural and historical is-
sues for distribution worldwide. We also encourage and support creative 
writing and assist individuals, creative writers’ groups and non-profit ar-
tistic organisations produce publications, websites, exhibitions and other 
promotional material. Our contribution to community arts, literature de-
velopment, tourism promotion and archiving the city’s heritage has been 
acknowledged by Arts Council NI and Derry City Council, among others, 
who fund and support various aspects of our work. Our hi-tec OCN-
accredited Hive Studios at Ráth Mór, developed in partnership with Creg-
gan Enterprises, provide the wider community with access to a range of 
dedicated digital resources for training, creative expression and entrepre-
neurial development. For more info visit: www.ghpress.com



Guildhall Press • Ráth Mór Business Park, Creggan, Derry
www.ghpress.com / info@ghpress.com / T: 028 7136 4413

www.ghpress.com/inspired/

GaSYaRD

Rath moR

visit www.rathmor.com & 
www.gasyardcentrederry.com for directions

www.facebook.com/
GuildhallPressDerry

www.twitter.com/ 
guildhallpress


